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ACCESS for ELLs, W-APT, and WIDA Screener 
 

ACCESS for ELLs is the English language proficiency assessment administered to students in kindergarten through grade 12 identified as English learners (ELs). 
W-APT for Kindergarten and WIDA Screener for grades 1-12 is a PED- approved English language proficiency screening assessments administered to potential 
ELs as part of the EL identification process. 

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) 
 

The Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) is the alternate assessment administered to students with significant cognitive disabilities and ensures that all students 
with disabilities are included in assessment and accountability. The assessments are aligned to Dynamic Learning Maps Essential Elements, which are specific 
statements of knowledge and skills linked to the grade-level expectations identified in the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS). 

Early Childhood Observation Tool 
 

New Mexico Early Childhood Observation Tool (ECOT), which includes PreK & Kindergarten Observation Tool is part of a comprehensive plan to ensure that all 
New Mexico students have the opportunity to succeed in school. It is an observation-based assessment tool completed by teachers. 

End-of-Course Exams 
 

New Mexico End-of-course (EoC) Exams are no longer required by the PED. Districts and schools may use high school EoCs as menu options for graduation 
demonstration of competency for reading, writing, math, science, and social studies. 

Istation’s Indicators of Progress (ISIP) 
 

Istation’s Indicators of Progress (ISIP) Early Reading and ISIP Lectura Temprana assess student abilities in critical domains of early reading throughout the 
academic year. Istation exams are required for students in Kindergarten through grade 2. Istation tests are required for grades K-3 in RAMS schools, and in 
grades K-5 for students participating in the K-5 Plus program. 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
 

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students know and can 
do in various subject areas. NAEP results serve as a common metric for all states and selected urban districts. For 2019-20, students in selected schools are 
assessed by age rather than grade level in the Long Term Trend study. 

New Mexico Assessment of Science Readiness (NM-ASR) 
 

The New Mexico Assessment of Science Readiness (NM-ASR) is administered to students in grades 5, 8, and 11 to measure proficiency on the New 
Mexico STEM Ready! Science Standards.  

New Mexico Measures of Student Success and Achievement (NM-MSSA) 
 

The New Mexico Measures of Student Success and Achievement (NM-MSSA) is administered to students in grades 3-8 to measure proficiency on the 
New Mexico Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in Math and English Language Arts. 

PSAT 10 
 

The PSAT 10 is administered to students in grade 10 to measure proficiency toward math, reading and language, and writing; aligns to academic 
standards; and reflects skills and knowledge already taught in the classroom. Results can be used to indicate progression toward a student’s 
readiness for college and/or career. 

SAT School Day with Essay 
 

The SAT School Day with Essay is administered to students in grade 11 to measure proficiency in math, reading and language, and writing; aligns to 
academic standards; and reflects skills and knowledge already taught in the classroom. When combined with PSAT 10, results can be used 
to show growth over time. 

Standards-Based Assessment of Spanish Reading 
 

The Standards-Based Assessment (SBA) of Spanish Reading is available for EL students as an alternate to the English Language Arts portion(s) of NM- MSSA, 
PSAT 10, and SAT School Day. 

  



   Spring 2020 Statewide Test Assignment Guidelines 

Local education agencies (LEAs) are to use following guidelines when assigning required statewide assessments. 

Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities 

 Students whose IEP teams have determined that the alternate assessment is appropriate will take the Dynamic Learning Maps
(DLM) assessment in math and ELA in grades 3-8 and grades 10-11.

 These students will take the DLM in science in grades 5, 8, and 11.

 English learners whose IEP teams have determined that the alternate assessment of English language proficiency is
appropriate will take the Alternate ACCESS assessment.

 Students with significant cognitive disabilities are exempt from the Istation Indicators of Progress (ISIP) assessment.

English Learners 

 Students who have been identified as English learners (ELs) by the WIDA or W-APT screening assessments will take the ACCESS
for ELLs English language proficiency (ELP) assessment.

 ELs enrolled in a U.S. school for less than a full academic year may be exempted from taking the ELA assessment during their
first year in a U.S. school. They will take math, science, and ELP assessments as appropriate.

 ELs enrolled in a U.S. school for less than three consecutive academic years may take the science, math, and language arts
assessments in the home language of Spanish where those assessments are available.

 ELs enrolled in a U.S. school for more than three consecutive academic years but fewer than five consecutive academic years
may apply for a waiver to assess in the home language of Spanish. ELs enrolled in a U.S. school for more than five consecutive
academic years must take all assessments in English.

High School Students 

 Students enrolled in grade 11* will participate in the SAT School Day with Essay and in the New Mexico Assessment of Science
Readiness (NM-ASR).

 Students enrolled in grade 10* will participate in the PSAT 10.

 Students enrolled in grade 9 will not be assessed.

Students in Grades 3-8 

 Students in grades 3–8 must take their grade‐level New Mexico Measures of Student Success and Achievement (NM-MSSA)
test in ELA and math. This includes students enrolled in advanced math classes.

 Students in grades 5 and 8 will take the NM-ASR for their grade level.

 Students in Grades PreK-5 

• Students in grades K-2 in all schools statewide will take the Istation Indicators of Progress (ISIP) assessment.

• Students in schools participating in the K-5 Plus program will take ISIP in grades K-5 if they are enrolled in the K-5 Plus 
program.

• Students in RAMS schools will take ISIP in grades K-3.

• ELs enrolled in a U.S. school for fewer than three consecutive academic years may take ISIP in Spanish.

• Students in PreK and Kindergarten will be observed through the use of the Early Childhood Observation Tool (ECOT). 

In rare cases, there may be exceptions to the grade enrollment criteria (e.g., students who are a few credits shy of grade level 
enrollment in local SIS.)  For exceptions, please contact ped.assessment@state.nm.us with “Off Grade Testing Notification” in the 
subject line. These cases will be documented by PED to ensure proper accountability usage and calculations of data. 

Please contact ped.assessment@state.nm.us with any questions about or exceptions to these requirements. 
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